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WOMAN OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

Chief Carmen Best (Ret)
Seattle Police Department

                                Carmen Best is currently the Microsoft Global Account Director for Securitas International where 
she has been successful having transitioned from public sector executive to corporate security, 
where she has focused on standardization, global account alignment, process consistency, 

transparency, training and accountability. Carmen Best served as the Chief of Police of the Seattle Police Department where she 

managing approximately 2000 sworn and civilian employees before retiring in 2020. Prior to becoming Chief of Police, she served 
as Deputy Chief, overseeing the Patrol Operations, Investigations, and Special Operations Bureaus, as well as the Community 
Outreach section. Among her many accomplishments as Chief of Police was her creation of the Collaborative Police Bureau, a 
segment of the SPD encouraging community partnerships and engagement.  As Chief of Police, she and the SPD were the nation’s 

record-breaking diversity hiring and recruitment within the department. 
 

dozens of awards for her contributions to community engagement, public safety, gender equity, and diversity and inclusion. She 

leadership, reimagining policing, police reform, women in policing, and diversity and inclusion.

adult daughters and enjoys hiking in her spare time.
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