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pATriCk J. ryder 
COMMISSIONER  

1490 Franklin Avenue 
Mineola, New York 11501 

(516) 573-8800 

BruCe A. BlAkemAn 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

 
May 11, 2022 

 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
it is a great privilege and honor to join you tonight at the National Police Defense Foundation’s 
Annual Awards Dinner.  
 
As Commissioner of the Nassau County Police Department, i am especially grateful for the 
support that the NPDF provides to the law enforcement community. i also offer my sincere 
congratulations to tonight’s honorees: 
 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.) 
ATF Special Agent Adam Daniels 

SAC John DeVito 
Jack Citarelli 

Hon. Bruce Blakeman 
SAC Anthony Salisbury 

Edward Centar 
 
On behalf of the members of the Nassau County Police Department, i give my very best wishes to the 
National Police Defense Foundation for continued success.  

 
Enjoy your evening! 
 
 

Sincerely, 

                 
Patrick J. Ryder 
Commissioner of Police 

 
 
 

Edward Cetnar
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T H E  C I T Y  O F  N E W  Y O R K  
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May 11, 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
it gives me great pleasure to welcome everyone to the National Police Defense Foundation 
(NPDF) 2022 awards gala. 
 
Our city is strengthened by its men and women in uniform who share a sense of responsibility to 
protect and defend their fellow New Yorkers. Since 1995, the NPDF has been dedicated to its 
mission of supporting and uplifting the law enforcement community. By offering crucial medical 
and legal assistance to those it serves, the NPDF provides members of the law enforcement 
community with the vital tools they need to protect New Yorkers to the best of their abilities. 
Tonight’s gala is an excellent opportunity to fund the NPDF’s scholarship program, as well as to 
recognize the accomplishments of those who have made a positive impact on our city, and 
beyond. i am proud to join the NPDF in applauding all those being recognized tonight for 
everything they do to forge a better, brighter, safer future for all. 
 
On behalf of the City of New York, congratulations to this year’s honorees. i extend my best 
wishes for a memorable gala and your continued success. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Eric Adams 
Mayor
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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 

United States Attorney 
Eastern District of New York 

  
 271 Cadman Plaza East 
 Brooklyn, New York 11201 
 
 

April 14, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Joseph Occhipinti 
Executive Director 
National Police Defense Foundation 
21 Kilmer Drive 
Building 2, Suite C 
Morganville, NJ 07751  
 
 
Dear Mr. Occhipinti:   
 

On behalf of the United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of 
New York, I am honored to accept your invitation to attend the National Police Defense 
Foundation (NPDF) Awards Dinner.   For over 25 years the NPDF has been a great friend to 
the law enforcement community, and you should be extremely proud of your success. 

I applaud the NPDF for fostering relationships between federal, state, and 
local law enforcement agencies.  Interagency collaboration promotes efficiency and enhances 
the ability of law enforcement to protect and serve our communities.   

 It is truly a privilege to be a part of this very special awards dinner that 
recognizes the great work law enforcement, civilians, and legislators do every day keep our 
communities safe.  I congratulate the award recipients, and I thank you for including the 
United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of New York.  

 

Very truly yours, 
 
 

Carolyn Pokorny 
First Assistant United States Attorney 
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